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Macomb District #185 Early Childhood Programs
MacArthur School

235 W. Grant. Macomb. IL 61455
833-4273 or 833-1732

April 21, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

1·
.;j .jl".,-,

MAY J

I am a principal and the director of special services from Macomb Unit School District #185 in Macomb,
I11inois. I appreciate your dedication in ensuring that all school districts will have affordable access to
the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all school
districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities.
The $4.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools and will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce oftomoITow.

District 185 is making every effort to integrate global communications opportunities into the
instructional program. The scope of this program will be severely limited or perhaps even short-lived
without this discount plan.

Deep discounts for telecommunications services to schools are needed this year. I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

SaUy Sallee
Principal and Director of Special Services
Macomb Unit School District # 185
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JaW\es Lick Middle School

1220 Noe St",eet

Sa'" F ",a",cisco, CA 94114

Ho",. Rachelle B. Cho"'9, CoW\W\issio"'e'"

Fede"'al COW\W\L1",icatio",s CoW\W\issio'"

1919 M St"'eet, NW, RooW\ 844

Washi"'9to"" D.C. 20554

YW\ w",iti"'9 to SL1ppo",t the e"'ate d"'aft "'L1fes (CC Docket No.

96-95). These "'L1fes, if iW\pfeW\e",ted, WOL1fd 9ive disCOL1",ts f",oW\ 20

to 90 pe",ce",t fo'" all tefecoW\W\L1",icatio", se",vices based 0'"

pove",ty levels i", schoof dist",icts. ) wO"'k i", a", L1",ba", schoof whe",e

W\o"'e tha", 70% of OL1'" stL1de",ts CJL1alify fo", f",ee 0'" "'edL1ced IL1"'ch

p",ice. Fi",di"'9 W\o"'ey fo", a",ythi"'9 is difficL11t. By ",edL1ci"'9 the cost

of hi9h CJL1ality edL1catio", toofs fo", tetecoW\W\L1"'icatio"'s, YOL1~d be

W\aki"'9 W\Y job easie'" a",d the edL1catio", fo'" OL1'" stL1de",ts bette",.

)'W\ cL1",,,,e,,,tly wo"'ki"'9 with LAC Be"'kefey a",d Ye",ba BL1e"'a

lAa",de",s Ce",te", fo", the A",ts to set L1p teache'" t"'ai",i"'9 a",d

stL1de",t p"'ojects L1tilizi"'9 telecoW\W\L1",icatio",s. Access to

telecoW\W\L1",icatio",s is esse",tiat to these p",ojects.
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April 22, 1997

Homeland Park Elementary School
3519 Wl1mont Street

Anderson, South Carolina 29624

(803) 260-5125

An Equal Opportunity Emp":.y~r

The Honorable RaChelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No 96-45

1991

Dear Commissioner Chong:
I am the Principal of Homeland Park Elementary School in Anderson,

South carolina. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your
efforts and dedication In ensuring that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and Federal-State Joint Board decision
will guarantee that all schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The funds planned
for this effort will help provide service to our school and more importantly
will bring services into the classrooms where my students can use it daily to
Increase learning opportunities. Your inclusion of Internal classroom
connections for discounts Is vital.

These discounts will enable our District to provide these connections
within the classrooms. My school is located In a high povertY area.
Approximately 85% of the stUdents receive free or reduced-price lunches.
Any assIstance to help these children reach their full potential will be greatly
appreCiated. If we are to have an effective work force of tomorrow, we
must make sure that the students of tOday are provided all opportunities.
This plan will help make this a reaIItv.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I urge you and the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board'S discount plan for universal service for
schools.

Sincerely, /? ~4_.
~/~

ALLEN B. ADKINS, Ed.D.
Principal
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April 24, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner:

Administrative Offices

MAY 1 1997

... :.;':'$iOIl
V~ • '.'0 ••••.• ,.

As the superintendent of Orangeburg Consolidated School District FIve, I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia
will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and will provide
distance-learning opportunities at a discounted rate. The school portion, $ 2.25 billion a
year, will ensure that the needs of our students, and schools are met.

OUf district is currently one of the eight pilot sites funded through the South Carolina Two
Way Video Distance Learning Project. This plan would reduce the cost of continuing this
initiative and would also enable us to expand these services and opportunities through the
savings projected.

This plan will enable us to bring those services directly to the classroom and to our
students. Those discounts on inside connections, Internet access, installation and
maintenance are essential as we plan for the upcoming fiscal budget Your
recommendation is an important part of this process.

Our school district needs these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I ask
the FCC to support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service.

Sincerely, _0
L~-e.-r~
Walter L. Tobin
Superintendent

578 Ellis Avenue • Orangeburg, South Carolina 29115 • (803) 534-5454 FAX (803) 533·7953
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April 25, 1997

The Honoroble Rachelle Chong Southern School DlsulCl No.8

Commissioner 418 2nd Avenue
F die .. c .. P.O. Box -

e era ommumcatlons ,omml~~9Bo.Nonh Dakota 58324.0489

1919 M. Street. NW Room 832 L.ewisA.Getz.SuperlnlBndenl

Washington, DC 20554 70'.968~16
Fall: 701·M8-441a

Re: CC Docket No, 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY f f997

I am a school secretary from the Cando Public School Disulct #8, and J would like to
thank you tor your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Jnternet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The 2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion oflnternet classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce oftomorrow,

In Cando, we are in the process of wiring our school for internet access. As you know,
this is a big expenditure for a district with 345 students K-12. The possibilities J see for
OUT students with Internet access is endless, but costly, Telecommunication providers
should not capitalize on our schools or our children. Our students need deep discounts for
telecommunications service this year. 1 Ul'gt: the FCC to fitlly support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries,

Sincerely

Nicole Miller
School SecretalY
Cando Public School



Harmony Union School District
. " P.O. Box 279. ~ .. ',:'~ 4008 Bohemian Highway

'. ,;.... '. . Occidental, California 95465
." . . .~ (707) 823-6220

.' Fax (707) 823-8224

SuperintendentlPrincipal
Harmony Elementary School

Rick Brewer

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally elected school board member from Harmony Union School
District, and I would like to express my strong support for this program and the
proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the
ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the
greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan
is vital to the overall,success of the discount program. Therefore, the inclusion of
discounts for internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should
the size of the Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this
program is essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you
and the other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint
Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

April 22, 1997

Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

MAY 1 1997

Principal
Salmon Creek Middle School

Lauren Leach

Business Manager
Regina Calvi

Board of Trustees
John Daly

Victoria Johnston
Cindy Madill
Bruce McCann
Mary Szecsey

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

~7/1&-ddi1llid;-Mlull
Board President

Harmony Elementary School· P.O. Box 279· 4008 Bohemian Highway. Occidental, Califomia 95465. (707) 823-6133 or 874-3627
Salmon Creek Middle School • 1935 Bohemian Highway. Occidental, California 95465 • (707) 874-1205



April 22, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

MAY 1 \997
·····bonegal
8chool District

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

Dear Commissioner Chong:

Administrative Office
366 South Market Avenue
Mount Joy, PA 17552·2700

717653-1447. Fax 717 653-4088

I am the Business Manager ofthe Donegal School District, and I would like to thank you for your
dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

As the Business Manager of the district, I am a part ofour organization's attempts to maintain a
balanced budget that does not burden the local taxpayers while delivering a quality educational
service to the local community.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that
even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and
importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

The discounts that we would receive would enable us to provide Internet access to all our students
and members ofour educational community. These discounts would also allow us to divert our
diminishing monetary resources to the attention of our facilities and infrastructure that house our
students and equipment.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Woodrow H. Sites, D.£d.
Superintendent

David E. Poore, Jr., Ed.D.
SUD6rv1sor of Curriculum and Instruction

George W. loannldls
Business Manager



The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

I am a school principal from Wiseburn School District in Hawthorne, CA, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wiseburn Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
built. We will also be installing Cat 5 wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support
computer networking. We will start with the phone company's Education First ISDN
lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the
County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the
schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation
costs of wiring, routers and servers may allow us to have some money left over to buy
workstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~m~pal
Cabrillo Elementary School
5309 W. 135lt1 Street
Hawthorne, CA 90250



The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96·45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

f,
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MAY 1 19rr7', ,/

I am a school principal from Wiseburn School District in Hawthorne, CA, and I would like
to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access
to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly
to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Here in the 4-school Wiseburn Elementary District, we have passed a bond to re-wire
the electrical systems of our schools so that each classroom will have 10 or more
outlets, instead of the 2 that were included 20 to 40 years ago, when the schools were
built. We will also be installing Cat 5 wiring, at least 5 drops per room, to support
computer networking. We will start with the phone company's Education First ISDN
lines between the schools and our district office, where network access arrives from the
County Office of Education. Later on, we hope to install fiber between some of the
schools (which happen to be located geographically close together), while retaining a
paid telco connection to the more distant school. Your rate reductions will help us there,
as well as in our connection to the County, which we will probably want to upgrade from
ISDN to T1 as more classrooms come online. Your discount to schools for installation
costs of wiring, routers and servers may allow us to have some money left over to buy
workstations

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

fltidtu 6rou#-
Vidda Brough, Principal
Burnett Elementary School
5403 W. 1381h Street
Hawthorne, CA 90250



JarMI J. Lebda, Ed. D.
SuperirtendId of Schools

SCottE. Kqa
AtIIIWt Superiltendem

MOSHANNON VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
RR 1 BOX 314

HOUTZDALE, PENNSYLVANIA 18651

April 22, 1997

Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY f 1997

I am writing in reference to the FCC Federal State Joint Boards recommendation to provide
important discounts to educational institutions for all telecommunications connections within the
classrooms of our schools.

As Superintendent of the Moshannon Valley School District, I can assure you that we are
committed to providing our students with every possible opportunity to benefit from recent and
ongoing technological developments. However, as a rural school district in an economically
impoverished area, we simply cannot afford costs associated with the expansion of such
opportunities to all ofour students. The discounts offered in the Joint Boards recommendations
are essential to our efforts to provide rural students with the same equal opportunity as that
available in wealthier school districts.

I encourage you to support the Joint Boards recommendation and provide schools like
Moshannon Valley with much needed discounts for services and/or internal connections essential
to continued growth and expansion of these wonderful technological opportunities.

.Thank you for considering my views.

Sincerely,

lL::..~~LEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

~:~~s 1. Lebda, Ed.D.
Superintendent



'W~ erJtuu, gcJuKJ ~uIIuci
130 East Lincoln Avenue • Fresno, California 93706

209/233-0706 • FAX 209/233-9583

April 18, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

MAY 1 1997

Dear Commissioner Chong:

I am writing to you in regards to the federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount
Program. I am a locally elected school board member from Washington Colony
Elementary School District, and I would like to express my strong support for this
program and the proposed regulations governing its implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan
will guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the
ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of schools across the country, and more importantly, the plan will bring
telecommunications services directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest
impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of this plan is vital to
the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the inclusion of discounts for
internal classroom connections should not be eliminated, nor should the size of the
Universal Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure you are aware, this program is essential
for preparing our students to enter the workforce oftomoITow.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our
students need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge you and
the other FCC commissioners to fully support the recommendations of the Joint Board
and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discount plan for universal
service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

~~~~

Dale H. Drew, District Superintendent • Marjorie Silva, Vice PrincipallProject Director
Jeff Dronyk, Transportation & Maintenance Supervisor • Helen M. Cabrera, Administrative Secretary • Bobbi Eldridge, Business Manager

Board of Tmstees: Robert E. Dack • Ted L. Davis· Paul R. Demant • LiT. Faccinto • Peter L. Mathew



MAY 1 1997

Millington Elementary School
172 Sassafras Street
Mlllngton, MD 21651

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
WaShington, D.C. 28554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

TheFacuity and staff of MIllington Elementary School In' Kent County
Maryland would like you to Include us as among the supporters of the
Unluersal Serulce discounts for schools and libraries that haue been
recommended by the dolnt Board. We belleue that It Is ultal to the
future welfare and opportunities of our stUdents that all schools and
libraries haue affordable access to the Information Superhighway. Our
students need deep discounts for telecommunications serulces this
year. We hope that the FCC will fully support the dolnt Board's discount
plan for unluersal serulce for schools and libraries.

Thank you.



MAY 1 1997

RE: CC Docket H4 • Unlverul Service to SChools and UbnIrIes •

I am writing In strong support of the meaningful dJ8COlI1tS for schools and
libraries as envisioned by the Federal..state Joint Board In their Recommended
Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules allow schoola and litnriea algnlflcant discounts for
the telecommunications and critical, non-feIfK:ommulllcaUolIs servtces
nectJ18III'Y to .aawe that .11 of our schools are COM8Ct8d to the Internet, and
other on-lIne res0U'C8S that are critical to live. 1e8m and work in an increasingly
infonnation-driven world.

Congress passed the TelecomlnJnications Ad of 1996 With the cleer intent of
insuring that Schools and Libraries would be able to access the lateat
technology. By allowing significant discounts on t.lecommunicatlons aervioes,
local wiring and Internet access. the Joint Board has accurately recognized the
needs of poorer schools that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to
conned with the Internet. By allowing teleo and non-telco cam.. to compete
for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the need for diverse
technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural areas of the State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our schools and librar;es
- and - Ultimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone.
Please do not hesitate to call if we can be of any further assistance.
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McPherson Unified School District 418
514 North Main

McPherson, Kansas 67460
(316) 241·9400

April 22, 1997
"Uplifting Education"

Robert Shannon
Superintendent

Randall Watson
Asst. Superintendent

for Instruction

Perry McCabe
Asst. Superintendent

for Business

John Black
Director of

Special Education

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

An Equal
Employment/Educational

Opportunity Agency

On behalf of the Board of Education of McPherson USD 418, I would like to thank you for
your dedication in ensuring that all schools will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all our schools, and more importantly, the plan will bring services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the work force of
tomorrow.

McPherson USD 418 has a plan for connecting all classrooms, labs, and offices to the
Internet through our local cable television (Multimedia Cablevision) in conjunction
with Southwestern Bell and an internet service provider. However, such services are
very expensive and the ability to maintain them in the face of other needs is often
difficult. Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year.
On behalf of the Board of Education of McPherson USD 418, I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

;:;;;~
Dr. ~ccabe, Assistant Superintendent

f:re~~~ess
McPherson USD 418
514 North Main
McPherson, Kansas 67460



4-25-1997 9:49AM FROM INTERLOCHEN CTR ARTS 616 276 6321

.I tt l ;"' ,- J () r: h. (' f! C e n. f .... t" f (J,. {Ir (0: A ,. , ~.

April 25, 1997 o Interlochen

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
Room 844
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20554

MAY 1 1997

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

Thank you for helping ensure that all schools and
libraries have affordable access to the Information
Superhighway.

We are excited that the Telecommunications Act and
the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have an
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion
annually will address the needs of all our schools, and
the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal
classroom connections for discounts and Internet Service
Provider costs is vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Over 70% of our students receive financial
assistance to attend our school. They need deep
discounts for telecommunications services this year.
I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Sincerely,

Richard F. Odell
President

RFO/lm
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April 22~ 1997

Commissioner Rachelle B. Chong
FederalConlmunications Comn\issl0n
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC )Jacket No_ 96-45

Dear Commis3ioncr Chong.:

MAY J 1997

WE ore faculty and stafffronij)" 1\\u!t-. tlE'f\\o\'l\~1 in Maryland. We are writing in
support of the Universal Service discOUDLIO for schools and libraries that have been
reeomincnded by the loin! Board.

We would like to thank. you for your dedication in CD$Uring that all m.hools and libraries
will have affordable access to the Inforlnation Superhighway_

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plan will guarantec1 that even
the poorest schools will have theopponunity to COlU'lCCt to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.2.5 billion a year will address the needs ofall our
schools, and, importantly, the planwill bring scNiees directly to the c:la~w. wh~
studems learn. Your inclusion ot"intemal classroom ~onnections tOr' discount is vital.
This plan i~ enential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. We urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount pIau for universal services for schools
and libraries. .

Tbankyou.

7-,.-1 v-lm:L::I v-ld8S: II 966l-9l-l
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HEART OF GEORGIA

REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY
P.O. BOX 368 . 101 HAUElt AVENUE' EASTMAN, GA 31023 . (912) 374-2240 . FAX: (912) 374·\524

JUNE D. BRADFIELD. EetS., Executive Director

April 24, 1997

The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington. DC 20554

RE; CC Docket No. 96-45
Letter of Support

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

It is my understanding that you are now working to implement the Telecommunications
Act of 1996 for schools and libraries. Let me take this opponunity to thank you for your
dedication to the boys and girls of Georgia. I am an educational consultant working with
children and adults from ten school systems in the Heart of GA RESA area. They include
the counties ofBlecldey, Dodge, Laurens, Montgomery, Pulaski, Telfair, Treutlen,
Wheeler and Wilcox and the city system ofDublin.

As you can see, our systems are rural and lacking many of the amenities of large systems
such as those found in the metropolitan areas of our state. Most of OUI students come
from families whose parent(s) have little education and who are well below the poverty
level These children have little opponunity for success except for those opponunities
which are provided by their schools.

The Teleconununications Act will guarantee that the schools in our area will receive
much-needed telecommunications discounts that will enable them to have access to
distance-Ieaming opportunities and Internet capabilities. This will ensure that our students
will have opportunity for success.

I ask that you consider the futures of the children in our area and suppon the
Telecommunications Act. Thank you for your suppon.

Sincerely.

Donna Wynn
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The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W. room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

HEART OF GEORGIA RESA 141 001

HEAFlT OF GEORGIA YSTC
101 HARRELL AVENue

EASTMAN. GA 3'023
(9T2j 374-2240 FAX (912) 314-1524

MAY 1 j99]

I am the coordinator of the Heart of Georgia Youth Science & Technology Center in
Eas.tman, Georgia and I would like to thank you for your support of technology
information and the importance of the internet.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal·State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. This plan is very important and vital to
the rural areas of Georgia as we seek to compete with much larger school
communities. Our children deserve the same and equal opportunities as those of
more influential systems.

I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount for universal
service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~'"'~
Ron Bryant

G'''' yOUTH SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY C·
~~O~ ENr~1)
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Wayne Oenaull, Elom. Prll

Marti. M. Llnda"I, H. S. Prll
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The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong Southern School D1atrlel No.8

Commissioner 4182ndAvenue

Federal Communications Commission P.O. BOll: 489

1919M. Street. NW Room 844 Cando, North Dakota 58324-0489

Washington, DC 20554 lBwicA. Gerz, Superin1elldent
701·968-44 '6

Fax; 701·~U18

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Jame. E. VondII, Pl1lllld8nl
Bruce 0IMn. Vk» President
Jame. w. Howard. Dil'ectDr
G~n 6lIIer. Olreclor

GrelOfY E. WftINnd. DkeclOr
Susan 0l1li11, eu.....Manager

Dear Chong:

1 am a business manager from the Cando Public School District #8, and I would like to
thank you for your dedication in ensuring that. all schools will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal State loint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance·learning opportunities, The 2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion oflntemet classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for prcparing the workforce oftomoTTow.

In Cando, we are in the process of wiring our school for internet access. As you know,
this is a big ex.penditure for a district with 345 students K-12. The possibilities I see for
our students with Internet access is endless, but cO!>1Iy, Telecommunication providers
should not capitalize on our schools or our children. OUf students need deep discounts for
telecommunications selvice this year. 1urge the fCC to fLilly support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal SCTVice for schools and libraries_

Sincerely

Susan Davis
Business Manager
Cando Public School

"';OUlf of t~t Qtubs"
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April 22, 1997

Commissioner RachcUe B. Chong
Federat Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

3013759106 P.~0~2~__
APR ~~'9? 15:52 No.OSS P.04·06

MAY 1 1997

Dear Commissioner Chong:

WE are faculLy and stafffrolll BERRy EUflOI{ItF:.Y in Maryland. We are writing in
!n1pport of the Universal Service discounls for schools and libraries thal have been
recommended by the Joinl Board.

We would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries
will have affordable access to the Infonnalion Superhighway.

The Tclecommunications Act and thc Joinl Board discow\t plan win guaranleed that even
the poorest schools will have the opporlunity to connect to the IntcmelllI1d provide
distance-teaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and. importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the cla~sroolD where
students learn. Your inclusion of inlemaJ classroom connections for discount is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing lhe workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. We urge the
FCC to fully suppon the Joint Board's discount plsn for universal services for schools
and libraries.

Thank-you.
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Treutlen County Board of Education
GANV J. WAL.CEN, Superintendent

Trautle" CountY SOhoole 81'11 Accredited by the
Southern AssocIation of Collell8B l!Ind Seh~ol.

April 24, 1991

The Honorable Rachclle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Stl'OQt, NW. Room 844
Wnshingtoll, DC 205S4

RE: CC Docket No, 96-45

202 Third Street

SOPERTON, GEORGIA 30457

(912) &29-4228

MAY

....... l~"> l,~ ~ .: ",:>"
Doar CommissionerChong:, i";",\,

':;,>:' ,',..:::>' :<:; i>',," .Y",,;\,;,>,
( amlhe superintendent from Trcutl43~J,eOunty ~~~ls, and1:.wri~lltg t'~f~Xpressmy gratitude for the actions
you have taken to ensure that all sc.~~1'diStri,~""iJlbaYe 8fTord)..ble'~~~\~O the Information Superhighway.

/~ l: (. i~'iii·:./:·':~;I;" ' "'."::,:",~' ':, ';\:,:

Educators in our Systelll arc very ~~ceQled.~~~t'Preparing thcwQlkf9.tco\~f\tomorrow. The
TclecolDlnunications Act and the t~c{ai-statc1oint B~ard~ef'~i~~'Wll.i'~lUltee that all school district! will
have the ~~portu~i~ to COIDleCt toi~~£lt~~:~'af, in ~tl~ ~~;;~'~~!lto~~tinuo to provido distance-learning
?ppo~lItu:~. It IS lRlportant to bru~:~\t~s~':!Ier;v~~es dl~~~l)f:~~f, c:;lassr~ where swdents learn. Thus. your
inClUSiOn ofmlernal classroom COlUl6¢t\OIlS fordIScount11s chlCud..,<,/

\::)i,:;.. I , • ., ::' 'it'

We currently have one dial-in connectio~ 'tridic Intqh~el 'at tWo ofo~ three schools. Needless to say, we cannot
meet the needs of all our students with this llri\ited~~~:Th.Ose discounts would allow us to provide the
wonderful resources available on the Infonnation Superhighway to a greater numbers of students, a benefit
magnitied by our inacce!lsibility to more traditional resources that are available to schools in more populated
parts of our state.

Our students need deep discolUlls for teicconnnunications services this year. I urge the FCC to fully support the
Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sin<Xlrely,

rl1oatft.J,J~
Gary 1. Walden
Superintendent

BOARD MEMBERS' Choster Kllilht, Chairperson, Chllrlo& McOoneld, VlceoChl!lllrpersol\,
Mrs. June Mason, Freddie MillS, Ricky walker

• -I •• n'7'7..,C7r'7TCT·,:J1 1nH Nnl;::.l3dOS
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Mn. Ida WaN..Ar f.ut
Mr.~ LaM, VIce-I"m (';'at

Mr. WiIIMd RltcbIe. CIer*
Mn. Matdta D. Johttectn. M __

Mn. Janeta T. Crawlard, Maabsr

April 18. 1997

The Honorable Rache11e B. Chong
Conuniuioner (California)
Federal CommunieatioDJ Commission
FAX #202-411-2820
1919 M Street. NW, Room 844
Wuhington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear CommitJioner Chong:

MAY 1 1997

1 am writins to you in regard to the Federal "E-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Rate
Program. I am a locally elected sehool board member from the Eastside Union School District, and I
would like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing iu
implementation. .

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distance leaming opportunities. The 52.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the
country, and molt importantly. the plan will bring telecommunications seJVices directly to the classroom
where they QUI have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of
this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore. the implementation of
discounts on internal classroom connections should not be eliminated not should the size ofthe Universal
Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure are aware, this program is essential for preparing our students
to enter the workforce oftomorrow.

The £.Rate Telecommunications Discoum Program is desperately overdue and our students need
theIe dileOUDtS for telecommunications services this year, I urge you and the other FCC commissioners
to tully support the reoommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations
requiring the dillCOunt plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration ofthis matter.

Sincerely.

Board ofTrustees
Eastside Union School District
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Mr. I..uTJ' LaM. PI _rleat
Mr. WIllard Aitcbie. V.. 'W....t

Alta. Martha D• .roll...,., 0Ir*
Mrs. .laDe1te T. Crawbd. M...,.,.

Mr.. Ida Ward. Mer-

April 18, 1997

The Hononble Rachelle B. Chong
Commiuion. (California)
Federal Communications Commission
PAX 11202-418·2820
1919 M Street, NW. Room 844
Wuhiftaton. D.C. 20554

RB: CC Docket No. 96-4S

Dear Commissioner Chong:

M Superintendent ofthe Eastside Union School District, I thank you for your dedication
in ensuring thl1 all school districts and education consortia will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State joint Board decision will guarantee
that alllChool districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
leaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools. and
importantly. the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. The plan is essential for
prcparina our students for tomorrow's world.

Our ttude.nts need deep dilCOunts for telecommunications services this year. This discount
will allow alIltudents in grade 4 through 8 in the Eastside Union School District to have Internet
ICeC8I for reacarch and communications with distance school districts. I urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely.

Constance E. Webb
District Superintendent

CEW:km
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Mr. Larry LaM. PI.....t
Mr. Wdlant RltdtJa. Ybr Aealdtlrt

Mn. .Martha D. Iahuoo. Qri:
Aka. Janette T. erawlonl. M&m.6er

Mra. Ida Ward. M&aJber

April 18. 1997

The Hoaorable l\achclle B. Chong
Commiuioaer (California)
FedenI CommuDicatiODI Commission
FAX t202-41"'2820
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Wuhington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY t 1997

I am writina to you in regard to the Federal "E.Rate" Telecommunications Discount Rate
Program. 1 am & locally elected school board member from the Eastside Union School District, and I
would like to express my strona support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implementation.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even. the poOrelt schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
diltlllCe learning opportunities. The 52.25 billion a year win address the needs ofschools across the
COUIItIy. and molt importantly. the pJan will bring telecommunications services directly to the classroom
where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is imponant to remember that each element of
tN. plan it vital to the overall success of the discount program. Thererore~ the implementation of
disoountl on internal classroom connections should not be diminated nor should the size oftbe Universal
Service Fund be reduced. As I am sure afe aware, this program is essential for preparing our students
to enter the workforce oftomorrow.

The E-Rate Teleeommunicationa Discount Program is despenteJy overdue and our students need
theBe dilCDUDtS for te1ecommunications services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners
to fulJy support the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations
requiring the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

1bank you for your consideration of this matter.

Board ofTrustees
Eastside Union School District
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April 18, 1997

The HonorableRlcheDe B. Chong
Commiyjrnw (California)
FeclnI Communications Commission
FAX #1202-411-2820
1919 M Stnat. NW.lloom 844
WashiJIaton, D.C. 20554

:IE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Chong:

MAY 1
1997

I am writins to you in regard to the FederalItE-Rate" Telecommunications Discount Rate
Program. I am a locally elected school board member from the Eastside Union School District, and I
would like to express my strong support for this program and the proposed regulations governing its
implemenlltion.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have access to the Internet and the ability to provide
distanee leamin& opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of schools across the
country, and most importantly, the plan will bring telecommunications services directly to the classroom
where they can have the greatest impact on students. It is important to remember that each element of
tbi, plan i, vital to the overall success of the discount program. Therefore, the implementation of
discounu on intemIl c:Ias&room connections should not be eliminated nor should the size ofthe Universal
Service FWld be reduced. As I am sure are aware, this program is essential for prepuing our students
to enter the workforce oftomorrow.

The E-:Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is desperately overdue and our students need
these dilaJUlltl for telecomrnuni.cations services this year. I urge you and the other FCC commissioners
to fully IUpport the recommendations of the Joint Board and approve the proposed final regulations
requiring the discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your consideration orthis matter.

Sincerely,

~.J.~

Board ofTrustees
Eastside Union School District


